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I. About Durham University 

 

Founded in 1832, Durham University is England’s third oldest university, after Oxford and 

Cambridge, and one of the UK’s leading research institutions. As Durham University is one 

of the top 100 universities in the world, Durham lecturers and tutors are acknowledged 

experts and leaders in their field. Whichever subject you study you will be taught by some of 

the leading minds in the world.  

 

Durham’s academic programmes run for the full academic year (October-June) and study 

abroad students attend the same courses and take the same examinations as students studying 

a full degree at Durham. All Study Abroad students will automatically be issued with an 

official transcript of records detailing your courses, marks, and credits. 

- Why study abroad at Durham University 

Durham is one of the world’s leading universities as shown by the World Top 100 position in 

the QS World University Rankings 2019, where Durham is ranked 74th. In the Times Higher 

Education (THE) World Reputation Rankings 2017, Durham is also listed among the top 100 

universities in the world, in the 91-100 bracket. In national league tables, Durham is 

consistently recognised as one of the top universities in the UK. The University is ranked 7th 

in the Times and Sunday Times Good University Guide 2019, 4th in the Guardian University 

Guide 2018 and 6th in The Complete University Guide 2018. 

- Diverse Social Community 

At Durham, you'll study with students from around the UK and more than 125 countries 

worldwide. You will have access to entertainment, events and support services within 

Durham and the surrounding area. 

- Unique College System 

Durham is a collegiate university with 16 colleges in Durham City. Joining a College is much 

like joining a new family. The colleges offer a strong sense of community, provide pastoral 

care, support your developments and have sports, arts and social facilities. 

 

II. About the Study Abroad Programme  

 

As a Study Abroad student at Durham, you will be fully immersed into the University system. 

You will be enrolled in the same courses as your peers, attend the same lectures, and 

exchange ideas in the same tutorials. You will also gain access to our multiple libraries and 

extensive online resources. Study Abroad students are required to enrol full-time and are 

required to study at Durham for an entire academic year. You will be expected to complete 

all required coursework and attend all compulsory lectures and seminars during your time at 

Durham. Most final grades for courses are weighed heavily on the results of the exams taken 

in May or June. When your time at Durham comes to an end, you will receive an official 

transcript and a detailed explanation of the Durham grading system to take back to your home 

university. Please contact us for more information about studying at Durham University.  
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III. Course 

 

The Study Abroad programme at Durham University provides a unique and flexible structure 

allowing you to study a range of subjects that interest you.  

 

UK Ranking Top 3:   

Education (UK 1st), English (UK 1st), Music (UK 1st), Archaeology, History, Marketing, 

Chemistry, Geography and Environmental Sciences 

 

UK Ranking Top 8:   

Computer Science, Physics and Astronomy, Biosciences, Geology, Mathematics, Law, 

Politics,  

Psychology, Sport Science, Business Management, Sociology, Anthropology, Economics 

 

You can choose modules from up to three different departments, giving equal weight to each 

subject area or arrange your programme to concentrate more on one or two subjects whilst 

retaining your interest in other areas: 

 

      ARTS 

 Classics and Ancient History 

 English Literature 

 History 

 Arabic 

 French 

 German 

 Italian 

 Spanish 

 Russian 

 Music 

 Philosophy 

 Theology and Religion 

 History of Art 

 

      SOCIAL SCIENCES 

 Anthropology 

 Archaeology 

 Business and Economics 

 Education 

 Theory and Philosophy of Social Science 

 Geography 

 Government and 

 International Affairs 

 (this includes Politics, 

 International Relations and 

 Middle-Eastern and Islamic 

 Studies) 

 Sociology 

 Criminology 

 Sport 
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      SCIENCES 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Earth Sciences 

 Computer Science 

 Mathematics 

 Physics 

 Psychology 

IV. How to Apply  

 

If you wish to apply for Durham’s Study Abroad placement you should: 

 have completed at least 1 year of study at Undergraduate level; 

 have a minimum G.P.A of 3.0 (out of 4.0 on the US scale) or equivalent; 

 have an appropriate English Language qualification. 

 

- Language Requirements 

 

As teaching at Durham is in English, all students must be able to prove they have a sufficient 

level of English to be able to cope with the course from the beginning. If you are not a native 

English speaker, you will need to submit an appropriate English Language qualification or 

attend one of Durham’s pre-sessional English courses.  

 

Please find below a table detailing all English language requirements for students wishing to 

apply to Durham University as Exchange students: 

IELTS 6.5 overall with no element below 6 

TOEFL iBT Overall score of 92 with no component 

under 23 

Pearson PTE Academic 62 overall with no element below 56 

Cambridge Proficiency (CPE) Grade C 

Cambridge Advanced (CAE) Grade A 

GCSE English Grade C or above 

* All qualifications must be taken within two years of the start of the academic programme.  

V. Tuition fee 

 

Study Abroad students would pay the visiting student rate of tuition. For 2019/2020 this is 

£16,363. 
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VI. Accommodation 

 

Durham University is a collegiate university and there are 15 colleges that accept 

undergraduate students. Whilst every college has accommodation available, there may be 

different types of accommodation available depending on the college you are allocated.  

 

For example, a college may offer entirely single, en-suite, self-catered accommodation and 

therefore you cannot share a room or have any type of catered let in this college. As an 

alternative example, another college may offer standard, catered lets and limited en-suite 

facilities. 

 

UNDERGRADUATE COLLEGE 

RESIDENCE CHARGES 2019/20 

Note: Not all options are available in 

all Colleges. Please contact the 

individual College for further 

information 

Accommodation for 

the academic year, to 

include either 

Induction or 

Congregation week 

Accommodation for the 

academic year 

Residence Including Catering* 

(meals included during Induction Week and undergraduate term time) 

Single Standard Rooms (shared 

bathroom facilities) 

£7,894 £7,640 

Single En-suite Rooms ** £8,385 £8,130 

International Induction Supplement 

for Additional Accommodation 

+£180  

Residence with Self-Catering 

Single Standard Rooms (shared 

bathroom facilities) 

£5,526 £5,385 

Single En-suite Rooms ** £6,016 £5,874 

International Induction Supplement 

for Additional Accommodation 

+£112  

Discounts 

Shared Room Shared room discount 

to be confirmed shortl

y 

Shared room discount to 

be confirmed shortly 

Single Room - Paired bathroom 

(Shared between two rooms) 

-£232 -£232 

No Sink -£250 -£250 

Supplements 

¾ or double bed +£250 +£250 
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Vacation Buy Back Rate 

Not available on request and only 

applicable in colleges where the 

University requires separate use of 

residential rooms during the 

Christmas and/or Easter vacation 

periods. 

-£263 (per vacation 

period) 

-£263 (per vacation 

period) 

  

*Residence Including Catering 

Catering is provided from the Sunday dinner prior to induction week for all new first year 

students with the exception of new international students arriving for international induction 

when the catering provision starts from the Wednesday dinner prior to induction week. For 

returning students catering is provided from the Sunday dinner before Michaelmas term 

commences. 

The catering provided will be breakfast (including cooked breakfast option), lunch and dinner 

every day, Monday-Sunday, for the duration of the undergraduate terms. Term dates are 

published here. Students remaining in residence during undergraduate vacation periods may 

be able to purchase additional meal tickets. Students may be required to obtain meals from a 

different college during vacation periods. 

Students should always regularly check times with their college as changes to service may 

occur from time to time. 

**En-suite rooms 

A student who requires an en-suite room as a result of a disability as defined by the Equality 

Act 2010 and that this requirement for en-suite is supported by appropriate medical or 

diagnostic evidence, will not be charged the supplements for these facilities where both 

standard and en-suite facilities exist in their allocated College. 

VII. Visa Information  

 

- Visa 

If you are coming to study in the UK on a Study Abroad programme for more than 6 months, 
you will require a Tier 4 visa, if you are not an EU national. The current Tier 4 student visa fee is 
£348. 

- Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS) 
Students applying for a Tier 4 student visa and coming to the UK for 6 months or longer will be 
required to pay an immigration health surcharge (IHS) as part of your visa application fee. 
Students will be required to pay £300 per year for the duration of the visa will be granted.  

 


